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SFOKK PICNIC JULY 10, 2016 

At our board meeting on March 18 with past presidents and board 

members, the idea of having a picnic was brought along with a 

plan to have a food contest to decide what dish we could have at 

the next Cherry Blossom Festival in April 2017.  This idea came to 

fruition on July 10 when about 50 SFOKK members and friends, 

young, old, and in-between, came to the Cerrito Vista Park in El 

Cerrito.  It was a beautiful day and perfect for a picnic! 

Greg Kawabata was able to bring his truck down to the picnic 

venue and provide music for everyone.  With the music playing in 

the background, people greeted each other and rekindled old 

friendships and made new friendships.  To start our entertainment, 

Kinuko Mototake led our own Shimadaiko in unveiling the skills 

that they had been working on at their weekly practices.  The 

synchronized drumming and dancing wowed everyone!  Then 

Genyukai Berkeley members performed live sanshin music.  Mr. 

Yasutomi Makishi led the food contest.  The dishes included 

andansu with veggie sticks and tofu, chinsuko, and taco rice.  We 

even had refreshing Awamori cocktail provided by Megumi Pak.  

Mrs. Nancy Niijima, a well-known expert on Okinawan cuisine was 

a judge for the food contest.  Because all the food entries were 

great, it was impossible to pick a winner!  However, with the 

guidance of Mr. Makishi, we will decide on a dish that is both 

delicious and relatively easy to prepare for sale at the Cherry 

Blossom Festival next April. 

New members Shirley Iha, her husband Mario Nakane and 

Gustavo Tamae led about 20 people in fun games.  Older people 

like me were reluctant to go in the sun and be active participants, 

but we eagerly joined in when we saw how much fun the games   

were.  Shirley and Mario are from Brazil and Gustavo is from 

Argentina so it was great to have some new energy and 

enthusiasm from other parts of the Okinawan and Japanese 

diaspora. 
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2017 CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Next year, 2017 will commemorate the 50 th anniversary of the 
Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival.  It has always been 

one of California's most splendid celebrations, drawing more 
than 200,000 people to a dazzling display of Japanese culture 

and tradition.  Most of the events and activities will be at San 
Francisco’s Japan Center, around Post and Buchanan streets.  

The Festival dates are April 8-9 and April 15-16, 2017. 
 

Each year the festival draws hundreds of performers from both 
Japan and California.  As always, the three dance academies 

representing our organization will be performing on the Peace 
Plaza stage as well as at JCCCNC.  Our own Shimadaiko will 

also be on hand to drum up some rhythmic sounds.  The Grand 
Parade on April 16 starts from the Civic Center area and ends in 

Japantown.  We hope you will participate in this crowd favorite!  
 

After a 6-year absence, SFOKK will have a booth in the food 
court.  This is the single largest fund-raising event we have 

during the year.  It pays for the many activities sponsored by our 
organization, like Shinnen-kai (New Year’s Celebration) and Keiro-

kai to name a few.  In the past, we sold Okinawa soba and sataa 
andagi.  However, this time we will have something different, but 

definitely Okinawan.  When the time comes, we will be asking 
for volunteers to man the food booth to help prepare the food or 

be up front selling.  We hope we can count on your help.  Please 
consider giving a few hours of your time while attending the 

Cherry Blossom Festival with your family and friends.  
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2016 – 2017  CALENDAR of EVENTS    イベントカレンダー: 

 

October 2    Uchinanchu Taikai Participant’s Meeting世界のウチナーンチュ大会ミーティング 

      J-Sei Community Care at 2:00pm, 1285 66th Street, Emeryville, off I-580 

       

  Okinawa Dance and Shimadaiko Performance at 2:00pm followed by 

  Uchinanchu Taikai badge and shirt pick-up after performance 

  Millbrae Japanese Culture Festival, Civic Center Plaza, 1 Library Avenue, Millbrae, 

10:30am- 4pm 

 

October 9   Uchinanchu Taikai Participant’s Meeting  世界のウチナーンチュ大会ミーティング Final 

Pick-up of Uchinanchu Taikai badge and shirt at Union Bank Hospitality Room, 1:00pm 

inside Japan Center East Mall, 1675 Post Street, San Francisco 

 

October 26-30    6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Taikai in Okinawa 

   第６回世界のウチナーンチュ大会、沖縄県 

 

February 19, 2017  Shinnen-kai New Year Celebration, Fairfield Community Center 

    2017年新年会, 1000 Kentucky Street, Fairfield CA 

 

April 8 -9, 2017               Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival, San Francisco 

and April 15-16, 2017                 北カリフォルニア桜まつり 

 

FEBRUARY 19, 2017 SHINNEN-KAI ANNOUNCEMENTS   新年会についてのお知らせ: 

Entertainment will be presented by our own Geino Bunka-bu, however, if you want to showcase your special talent on 

stage, here is an opportunity to entertain the audience!  If you are interested in performing in next year’s Shinnen-kai, 

please contact Kinuko at 510-708-6672.  If singing, please provide your own CD. 

余興につきましては県人会芸能文化部に披露していただきますが、皆様の中で自分が持っている芸をステージで披露した

い方、観客の皆様を楽しませるチャンスですので是非奮ってご参加ください！ステージに立つことにご興味がある方は 

本竹絹子 までご連絡ください。歌を披露したい方は CDを提供してください。 

We are accepting donations of merchandise, gift certificates and services for our RAFFLE.  The money will be used for 

our scholarship fund and other OKKSF events throughout the year.  Please bring them with you to the Shinnen-kai.  

Thank you for your support.  We need volunteers to help with raffle, bento, refreshment table, etc.  Please inquire at 

reception desk.  

現在ラッフルへの寄付 （商品、ギフトカード等）を受け付けています。寄付されたお金は我々の奨学金制度や他の県人

会年間行事の為に使われます。もし寄付可能なものをお持ちの方は是非新年会当日に開場にお持ち寄り願います。皆様の

ご協力に心より御礼申し上げます。 

We are having a BOOK SALE too.  If you have any old books, DVDs and CDs you want to donate, please bring them with 

you to the Shinnen-kai. 

当日は古本市も開催する予定ですので、読み終わった本、DVD, CD等を寄付することが可能な方は是非新年会にお持ち

寄りください。 

We will be selling the 2016 Uchinanchu shirts at $15 each.  Some sizes are limited, so get them early!また,県人会 オリジ

ナルシャツも各$15で販売致します。各サイズとも数に限りがありますので、ご希望の方はお急ぎください 
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KEROKAI RECAP (BY WESLEY UENTEN) 

Because the Keirokai embodied so many things about SFOKK that 

are good, such as our spirit of cooperation, our talented 

performers, our beautiful elders, and our promising youth, this 

Keirokai recap will also serve as my President’s Message. 

Sincerely, 

Wesley Ueunten 

There are many moments when I was proud to be a member of 

SFOKK.  One such moment was the August 28th Keirokai held at 

San Mateo Buddhist Church.  Before we were set up around 

11:30am, members and friends started to come in and assist.  By 

noon, people were already filling the large hall.  About 100 people, 

young and old alike, were there by 12:30.  The joyful hubbub of 

people greeting each other filled the air as they ate the delicious 

bento catered by Suruki Market. 

At 1:00, Minami Cohen opened the formal ceremony with a 

beautiful piano rendition of an Okinawan folk song, Hana nu 

Kajimaya.  Since I was running around like a chicken with its head 

cut off in the days before the event, I had not prepared a formal 

speech.  Forced to speak from the heart and not from a paper, all I 

could do was to express my happiness and to thank everyone who 

helped put on such a wondrous event.  Following my speech, we 

presented our honorees with gift bags.  This year we honored 24 

people over 80 and 4 tushibi (those born in 1944, the Year of the 

Monkey).  Three of charming young women, Hana, Lena, and 

Amanda delighted everyone by passing out the gifts to each 

honoree.  Misao Sakamoto gave a gracious thank you speech on 

behalf of all the honorees and our oldest member, Frank Higashi, 

gave a rousing kampai toast for everyone’s health. 

Thanks to Geinobucho (Performance Director) Kinuko Mototake, 

we had a full program showcasing a variety of talent.  The 

traditional opening dance, Kagiyadefū, was superbly performed by 

Hiroko (last names?) and Reiko of Miyagi Honryū Ōtori Kinsen Kai.  

Their vivid bingata and hanagasa costume showed their brilliant 

performance of Yotsudake.  Kinuko Mototake sensei, Mieko 

Merrill, and Akiko Journeay of Azama Honryū Seifū Ichisen Kai 

performed a beautiful array of dances:  the subtle expressions of 

love in Nuchi Bana, Higasa Odori, and Nakazato Bushi hit my 

heart deeply.  The elegant Aki no Odori portrayed the sadness of 

the end of summer and the coming of fall.  Tanchamee and 

Hatuma Bushi with Kinuko sensei’s karate moves captured the 

vibrant energy of Okinawan folk culture. 

It is amazing that we have so much singing talent.  Yoshiko 

Sueyoshi, Akiko Kohler, Al Perez, Akiko Nagayama, Sumiko 

Fujimori, and Toshiko Slagle brought the house down with their 

strong and clear voices and their poised stage presence.  Toshiko 

also added some stand-up comedy!  Not to be outdone, Genyukai 

Berkeley (my wife Julie, Fumiyo & Tsutomu Tomita, Misa (last 

names?), Keiko, and Ichiko) performed traditional Okinawan music 

to sanshin. 

Of course, we cannot forget the stirring performances by our own 

Shimadaiko.  Their hard work and perseverance in their weekly 

practices was evident in the sharp, but flowing moves and 

confidence in which they performed.   

 

They danced Tachi Utushi with such vigor that their performance was 

true to its title, literally meaning “to slay the dragon.”  Their medley of 

eisaa songs at the end of the program got the crowd up and dancing 

kachashi.  It was truly an amazing sight! 

There are so many people to thank:  Yoshiko Sueyoshi for helping us 

secure the hall and making coconut mochi; Ronald Lee, a member of 

the church who set up the chairs and tables ahead of time, connected 

the sound system and cleaned up afterwards; Yoshiko Canevari and 

Reiko Peabody who stayed up late to make the exquisite corsages 

and desserts for the honorees and officers; Yasutomi Makishi of Kikka 

Sushi who donated the honoree gift bags and Maria and Dave Bartruff 

who gave us apples from their yard.  Akabanaa made saataa andagi 

that was included in the gift bags.  The official photographer was Jack 

Journeay while Greg Kawabata videotaped the event.  Our team of 

volunteers included Misa of Genyukai, who took pre-orders of the 

Uchinanchu Taikai shirt, Issa Cohen who helped make 

announcements during the program, Hiromi Higashi who managed the 

temperamental AV equipment, Suzanne Chandoulay who tirelessly 

served tea and cake and Juli Kodani for doing the many behind-the-

scene tasks.  Please forgive me if I overlooked anyone.

 

 

 

 

Photos provided by: Jack Journeay  
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A TIP OF THE HAT! 

With the 6th World Uchinanchu Taikai just around the corner, we 

are happy to say that there will be about 200 members, their 

family and friends attending this once every 5 year event on 

Okinawa from October 26 - 30. First of all we need to recognize 

the artists behind the shirt design.  It was the combined graphic 

talents of Mimi Fujii (daughter-in-law of Minoru and Michiko 

Fujii) and Emma Tome (daughter of Yoshimori Tome).  They 

had the vision and created the style to make our shirts another 

standout like the ones in 2011.  Our Uchinanchu Taikai shirts will 

be proudly worn by the participants at the Parade down Kokusai 

Street in Naha and at the Opening Ceremony. The Perez Family 

generously donated the uchiwa fans used for the Uchinanchu 

Taikai Parade and Opening Ceremonies.  Linda Carey (daughter 

of Al and Noriko Perez) and her husband Ian came up with the 

graphic design for the two-sided fan.  Also within our kenjinkai, 

there has been an enormous volunteer effort by many people, 

but a few stand out.  They put in countless hours of personal 

time to make it a seamless process for the participants.  We 

have to give a BIG shout-out to Minami Cohen, who even 

though she can’t attend, single-handedly designed the Family 

Registration form to compile all the personal information that was 

sent to Okinawa.  She was also instrumental in creating the on-

line Shirt Order form that captured all the names, colors, sizes 

and payment information for the to members without email 

database.  Fumiyo Tomita was another member who tirelessly 

handled the shirt orders from the beginning by communicating 

with the designers and manufacturer, with input from members.  

Treasurer Juli Kodani assisted in the PR department, getting 

information out to the attendees and making sure anything 

dealing with money was complete.  As Geino Bucho, Kinuko 

Mototake was on the phone getting information on the various 

events dealing with dance performances.  There was also the 6th 

Hisayo Kinjo and Akiko Kohler making calls addresses.  In the 

center of it all, President Wesley Ueunten was making decisions 

and coordinating with everyone.  A tip of the hat to all those in 

SFOKK who volunteered to make World Uchinanchu Taikai 

another lasting memory! 

 

 

FUJIKO DANDOY SELECTED AS DISTINGUISHED 

CONTRIBUTOR FROM OVERSEAS 

Before every Worldwide Uchinanchu 

Taikai, the Okinawan Prefectural Government asks kenjinkai 

around the world to make recommendations for 

“Distinguished Contributors from Overseas” to be recognized 

in a ceremony at the Taikai.  This year, our own SFOKK 

member, Mrs. Fujiko Dandoy was one of the 12 Distinguished 

Contributors selected from around the world.  It is a great 

honor for SFOKK! 

 
As president of SFOKK, I recommended Mrs. Dandoy 
because she was a founding member of both the Sacramento 
Okinawa Kenjinkai (SOK) and SFOKK.  She has always been 
an important leader and organizer in both kenjinkai.  She has 
a gentle commanding presence that gains the respect of both 
members of our organizations.  I personally have sought her 
support, advice, and consul since I became president of 
SFOKK in 2015.  She has gladly given these things and 
more. 
 
Mrs. Dandoy is also a storehouse of knowledge about both 
local Okinawan community history and Okinawan homeland 
history.  In the past several years, she has graciously agreed 
to speak about her experiences as a nurse during the Battle 
of Okinawa at public events.  Her courage to tell her painful 
stories inspired other Okinawan women to tell their stories 
and have brought to light the terrible pain of warfare to the 
younger generations. 
 
I congratulate Mrs. Dandoy for her being selected for this 
well-deserved recognition! 
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IREI NO HI 

On June 18, SFOKK had a commemoration of the 71st 

Anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa at the Southern 

Alameda County Buddhist Church in Union City.  About 50 

people came to the event.  SFOKK President Wesley 

Ueunten welcomed everyone and Treasurer Juli Kodani 

made some important announcements.  Vice President 

Matt Matayoshi made remarks on behalf of SFOKK.  Mr. 

Shokichi Nagayoshi, the Deputy Consul General (and 

Acting Consul General on that day), made the journey to 

our event and gave remarks on behalf of the Japanese 

Consulate.  Then Rev. Ronald Y. Nakasone gave a 

dedication and led the Juseigei Sutra chanting.  He also 

gave a message about the Battle of Okinawa.  Kinuko 

Mototake and Mieko Merrill of Azama Honryū Seifū Ichisen 

Kai danced to Yaka Bushi, Gunjin Bushi, and Himeyuri no 

Uta.  Genyukai Berkeley did the sanshin and singing for 

Yaka Bushi.  Wesley Ueunten sang Sagichijuyā.  The 

dance and music performances brought tears to many in 

the audience. 

The central part of the program was a panel discussion in 

which Battle of Okinawa survivors from SFOKK talked 

about their experiences and thoughts.  On our esteemed 

panel were Frank Higashi, Maria Bartruff, Richard 

Miyashiro, Fujiko Dandoy, Toshi Slagle and Toyoko Araki.  

Each of them told heart-breaking and powerful stories of 

the death and destruction they experienced during the 

Battle of Okinawa.  Eyes that were already wet from the 

dance and music performances shed more tears as people 

heard of the unimaginable loss of friends, relatives, homes, 

and livelihood during the fighting as well as the sadness 

and trauma that has lingered in the years since then. 

We would like to thank Rev. Nakasone for arranging for us 

to get the space at the Southern Alameda County Buddhist 

Church and to our members who brought the delicious 

food and refreshments.  

 

 

Photos provided by: Dave Bartruff  
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PRE-PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES BEFORE 

INCREASE IN 2017 

 

At the General Meeting on May 28, it was voted 

unanimously to increase the membership dues to $25.00 

per year, per household.*  However, because many of 

you were not able to attend the General Meeting, it is 

important that we provide you with the chance to 

comment and ratify this change.  The reasons for the 

increased dues are given below, but it is important for the 

Board to hear other viewpoints.  Please feel free to 

contact your Area Representative or any member of the 

Board to express your opinion by September 30, 2016. 

 

Any member who want to pre-pay at the current rate of 

$20.00 for 2017 or for subsequent years, would be able 

do so BEFORE December 31, 2016.  This would be a 

one-time offer that would not be extended beyond the 

deadline.  Some members pre-paid for 5 years!  Putting it 

another way, that’s 6 years of membership for the cost of 

5! 

 

If you have any questions about renewing your 

membership, please contact Juli Kodani at 415-479-4214.  

Share your Tayui newsletter with a friend and get them to 

join or let us know their address so we can send them the 

Tayui!  We do not discriminate against any person and 

welcome anyone interested in promoting the Okinawan 

culture.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

*Adult children living at an address different from their 

parent’s address are not covered under the same 

membership.  So please consider becoming a member! 

 

TAYUI ADVERTISING RATES (for 4 issues): 

Business Card $100 

¼ Page  $200 

½ Page  $300 

Full Page $500 

 to our generous members: 

Monetary Donations to SFOKK: 

Toyoko Araki 

Helen Austin 

Tom & Yoshiko Canevari 

Fujiko Dandoy 

Minoru & Michiko Fujii 

Shizue Hori 

Akiko Kohler 

Yoshiko King 

Akiko McClennan 

Takashi & Kathryn Mizuno 

Haruko Profumo 

Timothy & Yukiko Smith 

Tamiko Uyehara of Uyehara Travel (Los Angeles) 

Matsue & Wayland Woo 

Toyoko & Donald Yungling 

 

Other Keiro-kai Donations for Honorees: 

David & Maria Bartruff – home-grown apples 

Tom & Yoshiko Canevari – corsages and dessert 

plate 

Yoshiko Sueyoshi – coconut mochi 

Ritsuko & Calvin Yip – case of hot water cups 

Kikka Sushi – colorful goodie bags 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 

Beginning Bank Balance 6/1/16:    $7,578.30 
 

INCOME 収入:  

Membership Dues (53) from 7/1/16 + $10 1070.00 
Member Donations 886.00 
Bento Money collected for Keiro-kai 1,020.00 

Total Income 収入合計: $2,976.00 

  

EXPENSES 出費:  

Cherry Blossom Festival Expenses for audio, truck. 
etc. (Wesley) 

442.37 

SACBC Rental for Irei-sai 250.00 
Printing July 2016 Tayui 629.84 
Envelopes, Seals & Postage for July Tayui 161.33 
San Mateo Buddhist Temple Keiro-kai Insurance 100.00 
Koden (James Austin) 50.00 
Keiro-kai Gifts 321.25 
Suruki Market Bento 1,512.00 
San Mateo Buddhist Temple Custodian (Donald Lee) 
Fee 

50.00 

Printing Programs, Cakes, Water for Keiro-kai 120.03 

Total Expenses 出費合計: $3,636.82 

  
Total Income: $2,456.00 

Total Expenses: $3,636.82 

Net: ($1,180.82) 

  

Cash balance per books on 8/31/16: $6,917.48 

  

Treasurer 会計:  Juli Kodani  

 
 

 

New Members as of: 

新会員加入 2016 年 9月 15 日付 

Wakana & Alan Berusch   Ban Ishii 

381 Elizabeth Street   2936 Clement Street, #3 

San Francisco, CA  94114   San Francisco, CA  94121 

(415) 528-1887    (808) 398-5192 

 

Masako Braeger    Gustavo Tamae Kakazu 

834 West Willow Street   3410 Hillview Avenue 

Stockton, CA  95203   Palo Alto, CA  94304 

(510) 938-3619 cell   (650) 229-2751 cell 

 

Chieko & Mark Buxton   David Kuniyoshi & Kristin Herman 

6154 Heathercreek Way   1838 Ogden Drive, #308 

San Jose, CA  95123   Burlingame, CA  94010 

(408) 365-0174    (510) 847-4421 

 

Tomoko Hachisu    Takashi & Kathryn Mizuno 

1236 Blake Street    649 Bronte Avenue 

Berkeley, CA  94702   Watsonville, CA  95076-3532 

(510) 843-2313    (831) 809-8332 cell 

 

Dee Harris-Shinsato   Natsumi Motomura 

608 Chelsea Way    142 Hearst Avenue 

Redwood City, CA  94061   San Francisco, CA  94131-3136 

(650) 364-2190    (415) 279-5621 

 

 Address / Phone Change: 

 Kazuko & Sherif Wasfy 

 (831) 393-9926 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: 

                                     
 

James C. Austin, Sr. passed away on July 3, 2016, on his 63rd 

wedding anniversary and a few days shy of his 88th birthday.  

James, a native son of Opelousas, LA, suddenly passed away in 

Richmond at his residence for the last 48 years.  The fifth son of 

10 children, he was a 21-year U.S. Army veteran of the Korean 

and Vietnam wars.  He is survived by his spouse, Helen 

(originally from Yomitan), their 7 children (Veronica, Theresa, 

James Jr., John, Francine, Mary and Anthony), 7 grandchildren 

and 1 great-grandchild.  As a man of strong Catholic faith; family 

was the most important concern for James.  Funeral services 

were held on Friday, July 15, 2016 in El Cerrito. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor – Wesley Ueunten   Content Editor – Juli Kodani   Graphics Editor – Megan Calhoun 

SFOKK 

1344 SCOTT ST. 

EL CERRITO, CA 94530 

 

2016 SFOKK AREA REPRESENTATIVES BY AREA CODE (rev. 

August 2016): 

408  Akiko Kohler   408-255-0758            

 akikokohler@gmail.com 

415 Hisayo Kinjo   415-885-4963                        

hkinjo@sbcglobal.net 

510  Jahlee Arakaki   510-526-1878  

  jarakakister@gmail.com 

650  Yoshiko Canevari  650-967-9478  
  yuika0213@yahoo.com 

707  Hugh & Tomi Daffin  707-429-9685  
  hdaffin@sbcglobal.net 

831  Hiromi Higashi   408-583-7533  
  gwen201402@gmail.com 

916  Tsuneko Silva   916-400-4256  
  tsunekosilva@ymail.com 

925  Hiromi Higashi   408-583-7533  

  gwen201402@gmail.com 

OTHER  Hiromi Higashi   408-583-7533  

  gwen201402@gmail.com 

 


